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Can I Help You?
If you have a concern about any
Federal issue, my staff and I are
always willing to help you.

OTHER SERVICES
Congratulatory Messages
can be arranged for 50th and
subsequent anniversaries, 90th
and subsequent birthdays.
Australia Defence Medal, is
available to all who have served
for at least four years or
completed their initial term of
engagement since 1945.
Certificates of Appreciation are
available to all who contributed
to Australia’s war effort in WWII,
or who served in the Armed
Forces during later conflicts.
Information Booklets about the
following Commonwealth
payments, benefits and services
are available from 
the electorate office.
� Pensioners and seniors
� Families
� Green Guide
� Superannuation
� Youth
To make an appointment, ask
questions or request one of
these services, please contact
the Electorate Office:
Phone 6293 1344
Fax 6293 1068 
www.annette-ellis.alp.org.au/
or visit 205 Anketell Street,
Tuggeranong
9am–5pm Monday to Friday

I N S I D E
2–4 Climate Change 

It’s Here
5 Education

Revolution
5 From the Desk 

of Annette Ellis
6 Mental Health 

First Aid Program
6 Healthcare not on

Howard’s agenda
6 Speeches and 

Media Releases
6 Make your 

Vote Count

With the security situation
in Iraq continuing to spiral
out of control and civilian
deaths climbing higher,
community concern
continues to grow.
Federal Labor has consistently opposed
the invasion of Iraq by Australian forces
in 2003. Labor argued then that there
were other options available to deal with
the reports of Saddam Hussein’s stockpile
of weapons of mass destruction that were
never found. Labor’s key criticism all
along has been that the war in Iraq has
diverted much needed military and
training resources away from the real war
on terrorism, the fight to catch Osama
bin Laden and Al Qaeda in Afghanistan.

John Howard has become increasingly
desperate in his attempts to defend the
Iraq war. He attacked US Democrat
candidate Barrack Obama and the whole
US Democratic Party for suggesting a
withdrawal of US troops. 

Shortly after, UK Prime Minister Tony
Blair announced the withdrawal of 1600
British troops. We then saw Prime
Minister Howard enter into a debate of
whether the British decision was a
withdrawal, a reduction, or downsizing;

Iraq Debacle
all to defend his decisions to continue
the involvement of our troops. Since
then he has announced a commitment
of further troops to the region.

A Rudd Labor Government will
withdraw Australia’s combat troops
from Iraq in consultation with the Iraq
government and other members of the
coalition. Australia’s military trainers
will remain in place to train Iraqi
military forces as will our troops who
are protecting Australian assets in Iraq.
As Kevin Rudd has pointed out, “Iraq
has degenerated into a religious,
sectarian war which needs a political
solution”.

In the last four years Australian troops
have been kept busy with the demands
of our region particularly in East Timor.
Our focus should be in supporting
countries in our region and the real war
on terrorism in Afghanistan, not in
fighting unjustified wars on the other
side of the globe.

I continue to be contacted by
local residents concerned about
Australia’s ongoing combat role
in Iraq. I will be using every
opportunity available to me to
voice these concerns on behalf
of our local community.



CanberraAdvocate
March 2007 From the Office of Annette Ellis MP—Member for Canberra

Can I Help You?
If you have a concern about any
Federal issue, my staff and I are
always willing to help you.

OTHER SERVICES
Congratulatory Messages
can be arranged for 50th and
subsequent anniversaries, 90th
and subsequent birthdays.
Australia Defence Medal, is
available to all who have served
for at least four years or
completed their initial term of
engagement since 1945.
Certificates of Appreciation are
available to all who contributed
to Australia’s war effort in WWII,
or who served in the Armed
Forces during later conflicts.
Information Booklets about the
following Commonwealth
payments, benefits and services
are available from 
the electorate office.
� Pensioners and seniors
� Families
� Green Guide
� Superannuation
� Youth
To make an appointment, ask
questions or request one of
these services, please contact
the Electorate Office:
Phone 6293 1344
Fax 6293 1068 
www.annette-ellis.alp.org.au/
or visit 205 Anketell Street,
Tuggeranong
9am–5pm Monday to Friday

I N S I D E
2–4 Climate Change 

It’s Here
5 Education

Revolution
5 From the Desk 

of Annette Ellis
6 Mental Health 

First Aid Program
6 Healthcare not on

Howard’s agenda
6 Speeches and 

Media Releases
6 Make your 

Vote Count

Late in 2005, I was contacted by
several Tuggeranong residents who
were concerned about poor FM radio
reception. These blackspots of poor
reception are scattered around
Tuggeranong and usually occur on 
the southern side of a hill.
In early 2006 I sent a survey on FM radio reception to
every household in Tuggeranong. I had almost 3000
surveys completed and returned to me. I analysed the
information suburb by suburb to find the areas with
the worst reception and the radio stations people
wanted to listen to most.

Over the last 18 months I have worked closely with
the major radio broadcasters in Canberra to improve
their reception in the Tuggeranong Valley. This has
included meetings with commercial broadcasters,
community radio and, most recently, with
management of the ABC in Canberra.

In an effort to facilitate their planning, I have also
passed on the overall results of the survey to the
management of the ABC, community and commercial
FM stations.

I am pleased to let you know of the latest
developments in improving our FM radio reception:

� ABC Classic FM and Triple J last week announced
that they will be building a new transmitter on
Tuggeranong Hill, subject to approvals from the
ACT Government. It is expected that these new
services will be operating in the latter half of 2007.

� Commercial FM stations 104.7 and Mix 106.3 have
announced new broadcast frequencies that are now
in use in Tuggeranong. The new frequencies are
100.7 FM for 104.7 and 107.1 for Mix FM. 
Both frequencies are being broadcast from
Tuggeranong Hill.

Tuggeranong FM
blackspots to improve

� ArtSound FM has announced a new transmitter on 
Mt Taylor to improve reception in Tuggeranong 
Valley. ArtSound will be broadcasting on 90.3FM
and expect to be broadcasting into the Valley in the
next few months.

These announcements will mean that FM radio
reception will improve for thousands of Tuggeranong
residents.

Throughout this process, it has become apparent 
that there have been some challenges for
broadcasters in accessing suitable transmission sites
in Tuggeranong. Commercial rather than government
negotiations are now required. For example, the
transmission facility on Tuggeranong Hill was part of
a federal government privatisation in the late 1990’s,
and is now owned by Broadcast Australia (a wholly
owned subsidiary of the Macquarie Bank). 

Earlier this year, I visited the transmission site on
Tuggeranong Hill, where I received a detailed briefing
from a representative of Broadcast Australia, on their
intentions to increase transmission capabilities of that
site. I am looking forward to receiving their advice on
the timing of this project.

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
those local broadcasters who have been working 
very hard in an attempt to improve their broadcast
capacity into the Tuggeranong region. The ABC have
managed to source the necessary funds without 
any additional financial input from the federal
government. ArtSound FM rely on in-kind support,
community membership/donations and grant
applications. And of course, 104.7 and Mix106.3, who
have already started up their new frequencies.

I want to thank all of you who participated in the
survey and for your encouragement to work towards
improved FM reception in Tuggeranong.

Tuggeranong

Special Edition
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John Howard is in denial about climate change. 
Labor’s Shadow Minister for Climate Change and the
Environment, Peter Garrett outlines what must be done.

Addressing climate change is about securing
Australia’s future, but the Howard Government seems
more interested in rewriting the past.

Eleven years of inaction in the face of
Australia’s greatest environmental
challenge is not a proud record. It’s no
wonder the Government is pressing the
panic button and trying to see itself as
an environmental saviour.

This is a challenge our kids and
grandkids will face for years to come,
but the solutions must start with us.

If the Government had been serious
about climate change for 11 years then
Australian industries would be a lot
better positioned for the future.

Instead we’ve refused to sign the Kyoto
Protocol, isolated ourselves on the world
stage, and locked our businesses out of
a global market valued at more than $28
billion in 2006.

Clean energy companies are leaving
Australia and taking Australian jobs with
them. Australia’s renewable energy target
is dead in the water. It hasn’t increased
since it was established seven years ago.

Environment Minister Malcolm Turnbull
points proudly to the Australian
Greenhouse Office, but this body had its
independence gutted in 2004.

The minister trumpets his Government’s
$2 billion strategy to address climate
change, but his own department 
admits the greenhouse office underspent
its funding by 36 per cent between 
1998 and 2006, a time when scientists

were warning us of the challenges of 
climate change.

If the Howard Government was serious about
climate change, we’d see it written into law.

However, the Commonwealth’s major
environmental law does nothing to address
Australia’s major environmental challenge.

Just weeks ago Turnbull’s department
revealed the Howard Government thinks
climate change is “not a matter of national
environmental significance”. Tell that to our
farmers, who are suffering through the worst
drought in recorded history.

The Howard Government is good at saying
no—no to Kyoto, no to emissions trading, no
to renewable energy and no to climate
change laws.

But when you sit on a major environment
and economic crisis for 11 years, alarm 
bells start to ring.

The risks are being brought home every 
night on our televisions

Hotter and drier summers in the south of
Australia will threaten our rural communities
and industries.

The Great Barrier Reef could be destroyed
through warmer seas, the Kakadu wetlands
flooded and the Snowy Mountains could lose
much of their snow.

These aren’t just Australian icons; they’re the
backbone of our tourism industry and
regional economies.

Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions are set to
soar by 27 per cent by 2020. The best science
tells us we need to reduce them by 60 per cent
by 2050. But the Prime Minister won’t even set
a date to start cutting greenhouse pollution.

So far the Howard Government’s only solution
to climate change is to build dozens of
expensive nuclear reactors, creating nuclear
waste and doing nothing to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions for another 15 years.

We need to address climate change now
because the costs of doing nothing are far
greater than the costs of taking action.

We need climate change solutions that
maintain existing jobs and create new jobs 
into the future.

Labor supports the coal industry and wants
much more investment in clean coal
technologies. Scare campaigns won’t address
climate change—backing clean coal will.

Because climate change is a global challenge it
brings with it global opportunities and markets.

Australia can’t afford to be locked out of this
future.

We need certainty for Australian business and
security for our kids and grandkids. We need
to address climate change now.

(An edited version of an article that first appeared
in the Daily Telegraph, 22 Feb 2007.)

Australia can’t afford to be
locked out of this future.
Australia can’t afford to be
locked out of this future.



2005
Hottest 
temperatures 
on record. 
Record drought.

2009
Rising sea 
levels 
damage 
and flood 
coastal areas. 
Extreme weather.

2011
Great 
Barrier 
Reef 
permanently 
devastated.

2015
Murray River
stops flowing 
altogether.

2030
Temperatures 
rise by more 
than 2°C. 
Water supplies
drop by 25%.
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Climate Change
It’s Here

We must act now for future generations

Climate change is making Australia
hotter and drier:
� The 10 hottest years on record  occurred in the last 14.

� 2005 was the hottest year on record and the Murray river is at its lowest
level for over 100 years.

� The six months ending August 2006 were the driest in 100 years, meaning
lower dam levels and increased bushfire risk.

� Rising sea levels are flooding Pacific Islands, and threatening Australia’s
coast.

� The number of Category 4 and 5 cyclones has doubled in the last 30 years.

� The record drought cut Australia’s 2006 grain harvest by 36%, cutting
export income by $2 Billion.

If action is not taken:
� CSIRO predicts temperatures could rise by 2°C by 2030 and up to 6°C by

2070 cutting food and water supply, and increasing the spread of
dangerous disease.

� By 2030 water supply for cities and agriculture will drop by 25% while
population will increase by over 20%.

� Rising sea levels will damage the Australian coast.

� A 2°–3°C rise will permanently damage the Great Barrier Reef, losing
Australia’s great environmental and economic treasure.

� North Queensland’s rainforests will disappear and Kakadu’s wetlands will
be destroyed.

If we do nothing, when will we experience the effects?
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Kevin Rudd outlines Labor’s plan
for action on Climate Change
I have made it clear that the economic and environmental costs of
Australia not acting on climate change are huge, and continue to
increase under the Howard Government.

Labor will implement responsible long-term measures to address
climate change, ensure our water integrity, protect our environment,
and secure Australian jobs and industries now and in the future.

Because climate change is also linked to declining rainfall
and worsening drought, Labor understands that policies
that tackle climate change are required to ensure that water
is widely available in the future.

I am committed to forging a national consensus on climate
change, as I signalled when announcing that I would
convene a National Summit on Climate Change to be held
in Canberra between late March and early April of this year.

The National Summit will bring forth the best ideas from
Australian scientists, business leaders and our broader
community, building on Labor’s already strong policies to
address climate change.

A Rudd Labor Government will:
� ratify the Kyoto Protocol;

� establish a long-term, national target of 60 per cent cuts in
Australia’s greenhouse emissions by 2050;

� establish a national greenhouse emissions trading scheme;

� develop cleaner coal technology; and

� increase the Mandatory Renewable Energy Target.

Nuclear power will not be a part of Australia’s energy mix under a
Rudd Labor Government. The Howard Government has already
wasted eleven years in not addressing climate change; we do not
need to add further delays and nuclear waste to that sorry record.

10 things you can do to
make a difference, and cut
your energy bill by over 30%!

Replace regular light bulbs with compact
fluorescent bulbs that use a quarter of the
energy for the same light, cost a quarter over
their lifetime and last 10 times longer.  

Turn off your TV and other electrical goods,
rather than leaving them on stand-by, and
make sure the door seals on your fridge and
freezer are in good condition.

Select appliances with high energy 
efficiency ratings.  

Turn the hot water system off when on
holidays.

Leadership from Government is vital, but
small changes to your daily routine can help
us all to avoid dangerous climate change.  

Ring Greenpower on 1300 852 688 and get
your electricity from clean, renewable sources
such as wind and solar.  

Insulate ceilings and keep doors to unused
rooms shut while heaters are on.

Recycle household waste, use a compost bin
anduse mulch on your garden.

Avoid heavily packaged products, and use
your own shopping bags to reduce use of
plastic bags.

Use less water by installing AAA-rated water
efficient showerheads and aerating taps, wash
your clothes in cold water, and install water
tanks and dual-flush toilets. 

Use public transport and environmentally
friendly fuels and vehicles. 
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As hard as it is to believe, Autumn is
already upon us, technically at least. The
record-keepers tell us we have just had
one of our hottest summers, as well as
more recently some of our most severe
storms. Summer saw some twenty
thunderstorms, bringing levels of hail 
not seen before. And plenty of rain – 
to some parts of Canberra at least.
Sadly, the drought continues to affect
most of our continent, city and country
communities alike.

It seems our recent weather is making us all
more aware of the climate change debate.
Not that the debate is a new or recent
phenomenon. The believers and sceptics
have been at it for decades. Scientific
opinion however, has been increasingly
consistent...climate change is real and is
happening. I am deeply concerned that our
federal government seems to have spent too
much of its time with the sceptics, much to
our national cost. We need a proactive

Government that will engage with industry
to reduce greenhouse emissions, and
increase use of renewal energy sources. 

A large part of this edition of the Canberra
Advocate is devoted to information on the
subject of climate change. I have also
included an edited article by Peter Garrett,
our Shadow Minister for Climate Change,
Environment and Heritage, and The Arts. 

The Iraq conflict continues to be a concern
to many of us. Commentators both here
and internationally, describe the conflict
more as a civil war, and tragically the
civilian casualties continue to grow. In
Australia, Kevin Rudd has been leading the
debate on Iraq, and unlike the
Government, has clearly outlined Labor’s
exit strategy for combat troops and
security priorities in our region.

Since becoming Leader of the Opposition
late last year, Kevin Rudd and the Labor
team have been driving the debate on
some of the broader issues of concern to

our community, including early education
and child care, workplace relations and job
security, skills and vocational education,
higher education, water security and climate
change, economic management and national
infrastructure projects, dental care and more.

With a federal election due later this year, I
look forward to discussing with you our
ideas for an alternative vision for Australia,
one in which we have a strong economy,
balanced with the need to ensure a fair go for
all Australian working families. 

I always welcome your comments and views
on any of these or other federal issues such
as centrelink, veteran affairs, superannuation
or immigration.

Please do not hesitate to visit my website
www.annette-ellis.alp.org.au/ or contact
my office if we may be of assistance.
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Education Revolution
it’s time to invest in our future
Student education debt is at
record levels, students are
missing out on education
places, education spending is
down and Australia’s
prosperity is being threatened
by falling productivity that is
leaving us behind many
developed countries.

A recent government report has shown that
ACT students now owe close to a staggering
$290 million in HECS debt. Across the nation
student debt as at 2005–06 has reached a
shameful $13 billion.

These debt figures were released at the same
time that we read in papers that more than

40,000 young Australians missed out on a
main round university place.

Howard government spending on 
education is down by 7% over the past 
ten years whilst the rest of the developed
world has increased its investment by an
average of almost 50%.

Falling economic productivity performance
now sees Australia ranked only 16th in 
the OECD.

These are statistics of national shame. 
They highlight the failure of the current
government to invest in Australia’s future.

I believe we need a change of approach.
We need a Government, a Labor
Government which is absolutely committed
to building the most highly skilled
workforce in the world. 

We need a Government that understands

that education is the most important thing you
can give to a young Australian to enable them
to maximise their potential and get ahead. We
cannot rely on the resources 
boom forever. 

Federal Labor is committed to delivering an
Education Revolution that will see real
investment in early childhood education and
child care, improvements in teacher training
and development, a national curriculum and
quality schooling. Labor will also re-invest in
skills and vocational education, university
education and research.

For our nation, investing in our education,
skills and training is the most important thing
we can do to ensure our nation’s prosperity.

Copies of Federal Labor’s policy for an
Education Revolution can be seen at
www.annette-ellis.alp.org.au/ or call my
office and I’ll be pleased to send you a copy.



New changes to the electoral laws apply from April 16. The new laws
will make it harder to enrol, especially once an election is called.

A federal election is due later this year.
Enrol now to make your voice heard on election day.
Call my office on 6293 1344 or contact the Australian Electoral Commission on 
13 23 26 or www.aec.gov.au

Make your
vote count
MAKE SURE YOU ARE 
CORRECTLY ENROLLED 
TO VOTE
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L to R: Michael Carrell, ACT Red Cross
Board Member, Ian Rentsch, Red Cross
ACT Director, Betty Kitchener, MHFA
(Mental Health First Aid) Program Director,
Leonie Young, CEO Beyond Blue and
Annette Ellis MP at the Launch of the 
MHFA Program

With one Australian adult in five
suffering a mental health issue in 
any twelve month period, Red Cross
ACT has partnered with MHFA and
Beyond Blue to lead the way with 
the delivery of a new Mental Health
First Aid Course. 
The program was first developed here in
Canberra in 2001 at the Centre for Mental
Health Research at the Australian National
University by Betty Kitchener and Professor
Tony Jorm. It has now been adopt in a
number of countries around the world. 

This program will play a positive and
important role into the future, in raising
awareness and understanding of mental
health issues in our community, how it affects
people and how the public can best help.

The Mental Health First Aid Course is offered
at the Australian Red Cross in Garran. For
information or bookings call 6206 6099. Or
for group bookings contact the ACT Training
Manager, Brian Vernon on 6206 6097.

Mental Health First Aid Program Healthcare not
on Howard’s
agenda
After more than a decade in
government the Howard
government is still failing
Canberra residents when it
comes to healthcare. 
The latest Medicare bulk-billing rates
released by the federal government show
only a small increase in the number of
doctor visits that are bulk-billed. 42.3%
of non-referred GP visits in the Canberra
electorate were bulkbilled in 2005, up
marginally from 39.7% in 2004.

The government needs to do more to 
take the pressure off Canberra families. 
Too many local families are being forced
to use their credit card as well as their
Medicare card when they get sick. If you
have a family with a couple of children
who come down with the flu, the costs
can quickly add up.

On top of this comes another increase in
private health insurance premiums yet
again. When the Howard government
increased its health insurance changes in
1999 it promised that they would keep
premiums down—but they’re up almost
50% since 1999, and they have gone up
six times in a row. This is despite the
30% Private Health Insurance Rebate
introduced by the government, a
measure which Labor will keep.

Families with private health care pay
taxes, they pay the medicare levy, they
pay too many out-of-pocket expenses,
and they’re paying more for health
insurance—up another 4.5% this year.
And they’re bound to get even higher if
the Howard government wins the
election and sells Medibank Private.

SPEECHES
• Employment and Workplace Relations
Legislation Amendment (Welfare to Work and
Vocational Rehabilitation Services) Bill 2006 
• Adjournment speech—Abbeyfield Disability
Services • Aged Care Amendment (Security and
Protection) Bill 2007 • Private Health Insurance
Bill 2006 • Member Statement: Celebration of
Greek Glendi festival • Australian Technical
Colleges Amendment Bill No.2 2006 
• Australian Citizenship Bill 2005 • Medibank
Private Sale Bill 2006 • Financial Sector
Legislation Amendment Bill 2006 
• Commonwealth Radioactive Waste
Management Legislation Amendment Bill 2006
• Report of the Inquiry into Certain Australian
Companies in relation to the UN Oil-for-Food

The following speeches and media releases have been
given by Annette Ellis recently. If you would like a copy
please contact the Electorate Office on 6293 1344.

Programme—Ministerial Statement—motion to take
note of documents • Prohibition of Human Cloning of
Reproduction and the Regulation of Human Embryo
Research Amendment Bill 2006

MEDIA RELEASES
• Liberal Government's Interest Rate Failure Causes
Pain for Canberra Families • Electoral Enrolment
Changes Are Coming • Celebrating 25 Years of
International Day of People with a Disability • Ellis
Invites Embassies to join us on Water Restrictions 
• Tuggeranong Students Help Disadvantaged Children 
• Mental Health First Aid Program Launch • Insurance
Companies Must Act Quickly on Canberra Storm
Damage • Detained Five Years—An Outrage 
• ABC Classic FM and JJJ coming to Tuggeranong 
• Humphries Breaks FM Radio Silence


